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Fetlar is the fourth largest island in Shetland, and is part of the North Isles. It is known as the Garden
of Shetland due its rich, fertile land. Fetlar is also known for its rare birdlife, including the Red-

necked Phalarope, the beautiful Tresta beach and interesting geology.
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Fetlar has its own Community Council. Local amenities include: Fetlar Shop and Cafe, Fetlar
Community Hall (whose Committee also run community polycrubs and a caravan park), the Fetlar

Interpretive Centre, and the community owned Fetlar Kirk. There is self-catering and guest house
accommodation available. Fetlar is reached by ferry from Yell or Unst, and has a daily service. The trip
takes around 25 minutes.

Fetlar’s 66 residents run local businesses, commute to work on the neighbouring islands of Unst and Yell
or work to support Fetlar’s public services, including the ferry. Improved connectivity is opening up more
opportunities for remote working. Agriculture can be a full time business and people also run crofts.
People often volunteer, ensuring the island can continue to thrive and be a great place to live.
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There are 52% fewer people living in
Fetlar since 1961. Whereas the
Shetland population grew by 29%,
from 1961 to 2021.

self employed roles, and roles in the
aquaculture sector. Tourism,
seasonal, utilities and farm work
make up the majority of the
remaining roles.

There are 21 voluntary roles
across 4 committees
(Community Council,

. Community Association,

e e Friends of Fetlar Kirk,

Interpretative Centre).
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Data Sources: Community data is provided to the Council by each community in response to engagement with them, 2023;
Median Income, CACI 2019-2022; Shetland in Statistics (Census data). Caution should be taken when interpreting these figures
due to the small numbers involved.




Islands Survey Data:

results from all islands

Percentage of
respondents
satisfied with

public transport
provision, 13%
more than in
2020.
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Percentage of respondents who
said public services listened well
to their community, 1% more
than in 2020.

Percentage of
respondents satisfied
with healthcare
provision, 17% more
than in 2020.

Percentage of respondents
expressed a sense of belonging to
their community, 10% more than

in 2020.

Percentage of
respondents who
rated their
community as a ‘Very
Good’ or ‘Fairly Good’
place to live, 17%
more than in 2020.

Percentage of
respondents satisfied
with education
provision, 11% less
than in 2020.

o~
16% ‘o

Percentage of
respondents with
acces to super-fast
broadband
(300MBps+), 14%
more than in 2020.
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Percentage of
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Percentage of
respondents with access

optimistic about
the future of their

community, 6%
more than in 2020.

to 4G coverage, the same
as in 2020.

Data Sources: Shetland Islands Council - Islands with Small Populations Community Survey (July - August 2023)




