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Shetland Climate Change Strategy Relevant Policies, Plans and Strategies  

Structure & Basis 
 

Climate Emergency UK. (Accessed 2022). Local Authority Climate Action Plan Checklist. Available at: 

https://climateemergency.uk/local-authority-checklist/. 

 

Climate Change (Scotland) Act 2009. (2019). Available at: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2009/12/contents. 

 

Scottish Government. (2020). Update to the Climate Change Plan. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/12/ 

securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero-update-climate-change-plan-20182032/documents/update- 

climate-change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero/update-climatechange- 

plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero/govscot%3Adocument/updateclimate- 

change-plan-2018-2032-securing-green-recovery-path-net-zero.pdf. 

 

Climate Change (Emissions Reduction Targets) (Scotland) Act 2019. Available at: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2019/15/enacted. 

 

Scottish Government. (2023). National Planning Framework 4. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2023/02/ 

national-planning-framework-4/documents/national-planning-framework-4-revised-draft/national- 

planning-framework-4-revised-draft/govscot%3Adocument/national-planning-framework- 

4.pdf. 

 

Audit Scotland. (2022). Addressing climate change in Scotland: A summary of key recommendations 

for public bodies. Available at: 

https://www.audit-

scotland.gov.uk/uploads/docs/report/2022/briefing_220301_addressing_climate_ 

change.pdf. 

 

Scottish Government and Sustainable Scotland Network. (2021). Public Sector Leadership on the 

Global Climate Emergency. Available at: 

https://climateemergency.uk/local-authority-checklist/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2009/12/contents
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2019/15/enacted
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https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/ 

2021/10/public-sector-leadership-global-climate-emergency/documents/public-sector-leadership- 

global-climate-emergency/public-sector-leadership-global-climate-emergency/govscot% 

3Adocument/public-sector-leadership-global-climate-emergency.pdf. 

 

Sustainable Scotland Network. (2021). SSN Guidance on Completing Public Bodies Climate Change 

Duties Annual Report. Available at: 

https://sustainablescotlandnetwork.org/uploads/store/mediaupload/1592/file/CC%20Reporting% 

20Master%20Guidance%22021%2005.10.2021.pdf. 

 

Shetland Islands Council. (2021). Our Ambition 2021-26. Available at: 

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/2586/our-ambition-corporate-plan-online-version. 

 

Leadership & Governance 

 

Shetland Partnership. (2019). Shetland Partnership Delivery Plan 2019-22. Available at: 

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/1086/shetland-partnership-delivery-plan-2019-22. 

 

Alignment 

 

Shetland Islands Council. (2022). Shetland Islands Local Housing Strategy 2022-2027. Available at: 

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/6407/lhs-strategy. 

Shetland Islands Council. (2019). Property Asset Management Strategy 2019-2024 (Corporate 

Estate). 

Available at: 

https://coins.shetland.gov.uk/viewSelectedDocument.asp?c=e%97%9De%94k%7C%8D. 

 

Money 

 

Shetland Partnership. (2018). Shetland’s Partnership Plan 2018-2028. Available at: 

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/1085/shetland-partnership-plan. 

 

Shetland Islands Council. (2022). Medium-term Financial Outlook 2022-2027. Available at: 

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/6726/medium-term-financial-plan-2022-2027. 
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Shetland Islands Council. (2016). Procurement Strategy 2017-2020. Available at: 

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/354/procurementstrategy2017-2020. 

 

Empowerment 

 

Community Empowerment (Scotland) Act 2015. Available at: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2015/6/contents/enacted. 

 

Shetland Islands Council. (2021). Shetland Community Learning and Development (CLD) Plan 2021- 

2024. Available at: 

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/3547/shetland-cld-plan-2021-2024. 

 

Energy 

 

HM Government. (2024). Clean Power 2030 Action Plan. Available at: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-power-2030-action-plan 

 

HM Government. (2021). Net Zero Strategy: Build Back Greener. Available at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/6194dfa4d3bf7f0555071b1b/net-zero-strategy-beis. 

pdf. 

 

Comhairle nan Eilean Siar, Orkney Islands Council, Scottish Government, Shetland Islands Council 

and UK Government. (2023). Islands Growth Deal. Available at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/ 

file/970193/Islands_Growth_Deal_Heads_of_Terms_SIGNED__English_version_1.1_.pdf. 

 

Scottish Government. (2023). Draft Energy Strategy and Just Transition Plan. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/draft-energy-strategy-transition-plan/. 

Heat Networks (Scotland) Act 2021. Available at: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2021/9/2021-03-31. 

 

Scottish Government. (2014). Scottish Planning Policy. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/advice-and-guidance/ 
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2014/06/scottish-planning-policy/documents/scottish-planning-policy/scottish-planning- 

policy/govscot%3Adocument/scottish-planning-policy.pdf. 

 

Fuel Poverty (Targets, Definition and Strategy) (Scotland) Act 2019. Available at: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/asp/2019/10/enacted. 

 

Scottish Government. (2022). Hydrogen Action Plan. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2022/12/ 

hydrogen-action-plan/documents/hydrogen-action-plan/hydrogen-action-

plan/govscot%3Adocument/ 

hydrogen-action-plan.pdf. 

 

Scottish Government. (2013). Scotland’s Sustainable Housing Strategy. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2013/06/ 

scotlands-sustainable-housing-strategy/documents/00425697-pdf/00425697-

pdf/govscot%3Adocument/ 

00425697.pdf. 

 

Marine Scotland. (2019). Shetland Islands Marine Spatial Plan. Available at: 

https://www.marine.gov.scot/data/shetland-islands-marine-spatial-plan-0 

 

Buildings 

 

Scottish Government. (2021). Heat in Buildings Strategy. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/10/ 

heat-buildings-strategy-achieving-net-zero-emissions-scotlands-buildings/documents/ 

heat-buildings-strategy-achieving-net-zero-emissions-scotlands-buildings/heat-buildings-strategy- 

achieving-net-zero-emissions-scotlands-buildings/govscot%3Adocument/heat-buildings- 

strategy-achieving-net-zero-emissions-scotlands-buildings.pdf. 

 

Natural Scotland. (2016). Making Things Last: a circular economy strategy for Scotland. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2016/02/ 

making-things-last-circular-economy-strategy-scotland/documents/00494471-pdf/00494471-pdf/ 
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govscot%3Adocument/00494471.pdf. 

 

Shetland Islands Council. Local Heat and Energy Efficiency Strategy (draft). 

 

Shetland Islands Council. Energy Efficiency Standard for Social Housing 2 (draft). 

 

Transport 

 

Department for Transport. (2021). Decarbonising Transport: A Better, Greener Britain. Available at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/ 

file/1009448/decarbonising-transport-a-better-greener-britain.pdf. 

 

Transport Scotland. (2020). National Transport Strategy 2. Available at: 

https://www.transport.gov.scot/media/47052/national-transport-strategy.pdf. 

 

Highlands and Islands Airports Limited. (2021). HIAL Strategy and Covid-19 Recovery Plan 2021-26. 

Available at: 

https://www.hial.co.uk/downloads/file/219/hial-strategy-and-covid-19-recovery-plan-2021-2026. 

 

ZetTrans. (2018). Shetland Transport Strategy Refresh 2018-2026. Available at: 

https://www.zettrans.org.uk/site/assets/files/1100/shetland_transport_strategy_refresh_2018_fina

l- 

1.pdf. 

 

ZetTrans. (2022). Shetland Regional Transport Strategy 2022-2042 Draft. Available at: 

https://www.zettrans.org.uk/about/shetland-transport-strategy-2022-2042. 

 

ZetTrans. (2021). Shetland Active Travel Strategy 2021-2026. Available at: 

https://www.zettrans.org.uk/site/assets/files/1445/gb01t19g64_2proj_10921712_-

_shetland_active_ 

travel_strategy.pdf. 

 

Shetland Islands Council. (2014). Shetland Local Development Plan. Available at: 

https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/1930/local-development-plan-2014. 
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Shetland Islands Marine Planning Partnership. (2021). Shetland Islands Regional Marine Plan. 

Available at: https://www.shetland.gov.uk/downloads/file/3629/sirmp-2021-amended-version. 

Shetland Islands Council. Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure Expansion Strategy (draft). 

Resources & Waste 

 

HM Government. (2018). A Green Future: Our 25 Year Plan to Improve the Environment. Available 

at: https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5ab3a67840f0b65bb584297e/25-year-

environment- 

plan.pdf. 

 

Scottish Environment Protection Agency. (2003). Orkney and Shetland Area Waste Plan. Available at: 

https://www.orkney.gov.uk/Files/Rubbish-and-Recycling/awp_full.pdf. 

 

Shetland LEADER Programme. (2015). Local Development Strategy for Shetland 2014-2020. Available 

at: https://www.shetlandleader.org/site/assets/files/1149/lds_final_270215_2.pdf. 

 

Nature-Based Solutions 

 

Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs. (2020). Accounting for the Effects of Climate 

Change: Supplementary Green Book Guidance. Available at: 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/5fabacf98fa8f56da26ba375/Accounting_for_the_ 

Effects_Of_Climate_Change_-_Supplementary_Green_Book_.._.pdf. 

 

Environment Act 2021. Available at: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2021/30/contents/enacted. 

 

Agriculture Act 2020. Available at: 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2020/21/contents/enacted. 

 

Scottish Government. (2020). The Environment Strategy for Scotland: Vision and Outcomes. 

Available 

at: 
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https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2020/02/ 

environment-strategy-scotland-vision-outcomes/documents/environment-strategy-scotland-vision- 

outcomes/environment-strategy-scotland-vision-outcomes/govscot%3Adocument/environment- 

strategy-scotland-vision-outcomes.pdf. 

 

Scottish Government. (2021). The Environment Strategy for Scotland: Initial Monitoring Framework. 

Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2021/02/ 

environment-strategy-scotland-initial-monitoring-framework/documents/environment-strategy- 

scotland-initial-monitoring-framework/environment-strategy-scotland-initial-monitoring- 

framework/govscot%3Adocument/environment-strategy-scotland-initial-monitoring-framework. 

pdf. 

 

Scottish Government. (2019). Scotland’s Forestry Strategy. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/binaries/content/documents/govscot/publications/strategy-plan/2019/02/ 

scotlands-forestry-strategy-20192029/documents/scotlands-forestry-strategy-2019-2029/scotlands-

forestry-strategy-2019-2029/govscot%3Adocument/scotlands-forestry-strategy-2019-2029. 

pdf. 

 

Scottish Government. (2022). Scottish Biodiversity Strategy 2022-2045. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-biodiversity-strategy-2045/ 

 

Scottish Government. (2024). Scottish Biodiversity Delivery Plan 2024-2030. Available at: 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-biodiversity-delivery-plan-20242030/documents/ 

 

Scottish Natural Heritage. (2015). Scotland’s National Peatland Plan. Available at: 

https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2023-06/Publication%202015%20-%20Scotland% 

27s%20National%20Peatland%20Plan%20-%20for%20print%20only.pdf 

 

Partner-Specific Policy 
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Scottish Government. (2022). NHS Scotland climate emergency and sustainability strategy: 2022-

2026. Available at: https://www.gov.scot/publications/nhs-scotland-climate-emergency-

sustainability-strategy-2022-2026/documents/ 

 

Shetland Charitable Trust. (2025). Shetland Charitable Trust 2025-2030 Strategy. Available at: 

https://www.shetlandcharitabletrust.co.uk/assets/files/shetland-charitable-trust-strategy-2025-

2030.pdf 

 

Shetland Arts, as member of Creative Scotland. (2024). Creative Scotland Strategic Framework. 

Available at: https://www.creativescotland.com/binaries/content/assets/creative-

scotland/resources-and-publications/applicant-and-recipient-materials/funding-criteria/cs-strategic-

framework---may2024_final.pdf 

 

Shetland Arts, as member of Creative Carbon Scotland. Climate Emergency and Sustainability Plan. 

Creative Carbon. (2024). Available at: 

https://www.creativescotland.com/binaries/content/assets/creative-scotland/resources-and-

publications/publications/plans-and-strategies/climate-emergency-and-sustainability-plan/climate-

emergency-and-sustainability-plan.pdf 

 

ZetTrans. (2021). Shetland Active Travel Strategy 2021-2026. Available at: 

https://www.zettrans.org.uk/site/assets/files/1445/gb01t19g64_2proj_10921712_-

_shetland_active_travel_strategy.pdf 

 

ZetTrans. (2018). Shetland Transport Strategy 2018-2028. Available at: 

https://www.zettrans.org.uk/site/assets/files/1100/shetland_transport_strategy_refresh_2018_fina

l-1.pdf 

 

Scottish Natural Heritage (NatureScot). (2021). NatureScot Net Zero Plan. Available at: 

https://www.nature.scot/doc/naturescot-net-zero-plan 

https://www.gov.scot/publications/nhs-scotland-climate-emergency-sustainability-strategy-2022-2026/documents/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/nhs-scotland-climate-emergency-sustainability-strategy-2022-2026/documents/
https://www.creativescotland.com/binaries/content/assets/creative-scotland/resources-and-publications/publications/plans-and-strategies/climate-emergency-and-sustainability-plan/climate-emergency-and-sustainability-plan.pdf
https://www.creativescotland.com/binaries/content/assets/creative-scotland/resources-and-publications/publications/plans-and-strategies/climate-emergency-and-sustainability-plan/climate-emergency-and-sustainability-plan.pdf
https://www.creativescotland.com/binaries/content/assets/creative-scotland/resources-and-publications/publications/plans-and-strategies/climate-emergency-and-sustainability-plan/climate-emergency-and-sustainability-plan.pdf
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Scottish Natural Heritage (NatureScot). (2024). Sustainable Procurement Policy. Available at: 

https://www.nature.scot/doc/sustainable-procurement-statement-policy-and-practice 

 

Shetland Amenity Trust. (2010). SAT Environmental Policy. Available at: 

https://www.shetlandamenity.org/policies 

 

Shetland Amenity Trust. (2010). Environmentally Responsible Visitor Charter. Available at: 

https://www.shetlandamenity.org/policies 
 

 

University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) Shetland. (2024). Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction 

Plan 2024-2028. Available at: https://www.shetland.uhi.ac.uk/t4-media/one-web/uhi-shetland-

images-and-documents/documents-/sustainability/SUHI-Emissions-Reduction-Plan-December-2024-

v-4-FINAL.pdf 

 

Voluntary Action Shetland. (date). Voluntary Action Shetland Strategic Plan. Available at: 

https://www.voluntaryactionshetland.com/resources/strategic-plan-and-actions 

 

Hjaltland Housing Association. (2023). Sustainability Policy. Available at: 

https://www.hjaltland.org.uk/documents/sustainability-policy 

 

Shetland Recreational Trust – No sustainability or climate related strategies or policies available at 

the time of writing 

 

Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA). (2024).  Our Corporate Plan 2024-2027. Available 

at: https://beta.sepa.scot/media/4zripas1/report-our-corporate-plan.pdf 

 

https://www.shetlandamenity.org/policies
https://www.voluntaryactionshetland.com/resources/strategic-plan-and-actions
https://www.hjaltland.org.uk/documents/sustainability-policy


Appendix 4: Policy Landscape   

 

 

 

 

 

Highlands and Islands Enterprise. (2023). Highlands and Islands Enterprise Strategy. Available at: 

https://www.hie.co.uk/media/vczc0zca/hie-strategy-2023-28-final-031023.pdf 

 

Historic Environment Scotland. (2019). Historic Environment Policy for Scotland. Available at: 

https://www.historicenvironment.scot/archives-and-

research/publications/publication/?publicationId=1bcfa7b1-28fb-4d4b-b1e6-aa2500f942e7 

 

Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. (2020). Carbon Management Plan 2020-2025. Available at: 

https://www.firescotland.gov.uk/publications/document/?id=182 

 

Scottish Police Authority. (2021). Environmental Strategy. Available at: 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwiw2ZbZ19eM

AxXkYEEAHRtUGvsQFnoECB8QAQ&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.scotland.police.uk%2Fspa-

media%2Fvbafrqxb%2Fenvironmental-strategy-2020-accessible-v0-1-

copy.docx&usg=AOvVaw1iZ0tWqUxBIa9DHBjPrsdg&opi=89978449 

 

Skills Development Scotland. (2020). Climate Change Strategy 2020-2030. Available at: 

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/media/wwkhtnk2/sds-climate-change-strategy-2020-

30.pdf 

 

Visit Scotland. (2025). Environmental Policy. Available at: 

https://www.visitscotland.com/policies/environmental 

 

 

 


